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PRESIDENTôS REPORT 
 
A few members braved the wet and wild weather to attend our August meeting (numbers well 
down). 
 
Our guest for the night was Ross Hankins, the General Manager of Eurobodalla Toyota, who 
stood in for his boss Michael, who was unable to attend.  Ross reinforced Michaelôs intention to 
help our club by allowing us to use his workshop etc and supply some financial support, It is now 
up to the Committee to put together some packages and to speak to Michael in due course to 
finalise future arrangements.  One of the packages that would be appropriate is the Sponsorship 
of the Bay to Bermagui Run in 2011, however, we need a committee to organise this event 
urgently and if no-one comes forward in the month or so, and the event may have to be cancelled. 
 
Sick Parade: few members have been away because of illness: Allan Harrison is in hospital having 
a few tests; Gordon Halliday is at home nursing a broken ankle as a result of a recent motorbike 
accident.  Roger Pearson and Lance Brazier are now both back in the fold after a stint in hospital. 
 
Roger Pearson is well advanced in the organisation of the September Day Out at Broulee Surf 
Club and is proposing a new category for all the past winners of the Peopleôs Choice car and 
motorbike awards.  Further details will be in next monthôs mag.   
 
A reminder that the Annual subscriptions are due on the 1st of  
 
 
November 2010, and must be paid no later that December 31 2010.  If this fee is not paid by that 
date, you will now be required to pay a rejoining fee.   
 
Ulladulla Car Club Christmas in July was held last weekend and somehow our invitation had gone 
astray.  I have instructed the Secretary to send a letter of apology for not attending. 
 
PRESIDENT GREG 
 
 
BAY TO BERMAGUI 2011 IN JEOPARDY ! 
  
If the "B to B" event is to take place next year, the planning process needs to begin in the near 
future. 
This event has been very successful in increasing the profile of our club, funding a worthy charity 
[the Melanoma Foundation], and even enhancing the area's tourism potential. 
The previous "B to B" committee have done an outstanding job and cannot be expected to "back 
up" again. 
The Committee therefore asks members to consider stepping forward to assist. 
Roles required would include a Treasurer, Publicity person, and probably an over all co-ordinator. 
There is a reasonable workload involved but previous team members would obviously be available 
to assist. 
        
Contact Greg to "step up". 
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EVENTS CALENDER 2010 
 

General Meeting at Bowling Club  First Monday of each month.  Discussion on coming months 
events and other matters including organised talks 
 
Coffee mornings.    Every Saturday morning  at the Air-Raid Tavern Moruya, Bodalla Old Bakery. 
South Bank café Batemans Bay.  Please register in run sheet book at the venue. 
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MONTHLY RUNS  

 

AUGUST FRI/SAT/SUN 

27/28/29 

CAR MUSEUM DAPTO -

OVERNIGHT RUN  

 

OCTOBER SUNDAY 

10TH 

Show Shine and Rego day BROULEE  SURF CLUB 

ROGER PEARSON 

4471 2778 

romar49@bigpond.net.au 

OCTOBER SATURDAY 

16TH 

Jazz festival parade  

OCTOBER  Long weekend trip TBA 

NOVEMBER  Sunday 7th                                                                                                                                                        Club AGM and luncheon 

Time TBA 

Moruya Bowling 

Club 

NOVEMBER   Wooden boat festival  

NOVEMBER  19,20,21 

Parade Sat 20 

th 

Slow food festival parade  

NOVEMBER  6/7 Shoalhaven club 40
th

 

birthday rally  

KARL  GEWOHN 

O427213960 

DECEMBER SUNDAY 

5TH 

Club Xmas party Moruya 

BC 

Numbers to 

President 

ASAP please 

*  ALL RUNS NEED A RUN SHEET TO BE COMPLETED FOR INSURANCE AND OTHER PURPOSES 

*  RUN SHEETS ARE AVAILA BLE FROM SECRETARY GUY FLUKE : PLEASE PHONE OR EMAIL . 

*CLUB MEMBERS ARE  TO KEEP INDIVIDUAL HIST ORIC VEHICLE LOG BOO KS AND TO CARRY A CU RRENT 

MEMBERS CARD AT ALL EVENTS 

*A LL RUNS MUST HAVE RE PORT FOR THE MAGAZIN E. USUALLY THE LAST PERS ON TO TURN UP!!  

 

VARIOUS EVENTS OF INTEREST  
Day & Date Event Contact 

Sun Sep 26 Bay to Birdwood  

1 3 October MG TYme in Canberra http://www.mgcccanberra.org.au/ 

 
CVMCE CLUB SHIRTS 
A range of Club shirts is available at each monthly meeting or contact Colleen McCallum on 4474 2397 
Prices are as follows: 
Polo shirts  $18.00  
Chambray shirts $25.00 
 

THE CLUB LIBRARY 

The Club has an extensive library. The Club web site has a list of items held. For more information contact 

Librarian Peter Gordon on 4471 2766 

 

EVENTS REPORTS 
Shed visit 
Sunday July 18th saw a small but classy group of members assemble for a [guided] tour of the 
Apps and Kelly sheddage [plural of shed]. 
Bikes outnumbered cars by a factor of many, the weather was perfect, and the transit to Surf 
Beach uneventful. 
Bazza Apps facility was rated as substantial, immaculate, and almost too well organised. Visiting 
members actually lusted after his hoist!  
In the week preceding, Bazza had in fact doubled his Hillman collection with the purchase of a 
1956 Minx and what a little beauty it is. Work continues to a high standard on his 1948 Roadster - 

http://www.mgcccanberra.org.au/
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one could have eaten one's morning tea off its suspension componentry had the Apps catering 
team not provided such in the adjoining garden/bar-b-q area. 
The convoy then powered onward to the Kellys' where examination within the WORLDS BIGGEST 
SHED revealed an extremely rare 1952 Kreidler Fleurette motorcycle, their immaculate VC 
Valiant, and secret machinery including stationary engines. 
Marisha's legendary hospitality ensured that we all enjoyed soups [two choices] cheeses, and 
plenty of cake. 
As we mounted up for home, Gordon summed up saying "How could we have had a better 
day?".    
Thanks again to our "Shed Hosts" 
 
 

Vic Armstrong's British racing green MGTC sits fully restored. 

(Article from The Ontario Citizen) 

a. Photograph by: Image supplied, Vic Armstrong 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a young lad growing up in East London, England, in the 1950s I was interested in cars, sports 
cars in particular. I had read books about fast cars and created in my mind the vaguest of images 
of the classic British sports car. Seventeen years or so later in 1965 I was attending the University 
of Exeter as a first year PhD student. I was living in part of an old manor house with a very large 
front door, one through which a small car might almost squeeze. 

One late evening I answered the door, opened it to reveal two large illuminated head lamps 
mounted on the car that I had envisaged so many years before. My visitor was a former fellow 
undergraduate who explained that the car was a 1947 MGTC that had just been advertised for 
sale for the princely sum of £170 ($480). If I was interested, I could have it for £130 ($367). 

No amount of bargaining could bring this down to what I thought I could afford but with the sale of 
my first car (a 1947 Ford Anglia) and the possibility of some funds from my girlfriend (later to 
become my wife), the dream became reality. 

There was no careful inspection of the mechanics or state of the body. It was a red MG. It was 
running. It had to be OK. For the next three years till my studies at the University of Exeter were 
completed the TC served as my every-day mode of transport. Not much work was done other than 
regular maintenance. I did replace the wooden dashboard which was looking very sad, modifying 
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the original to incorporate a set of switches for accessories and a non-original vacuum gauge -- 
the more of these the more sporty the car! 

In 1966 I was married and the TC transported my wife and me to our honeymoon in North Wales. 

In 1968, the car was garaged and left in the care of my father-in-law after I was appointed a post-
doctoral fellow at Ottawa's National Research Council. The initial one-year appointment turned into 
two and then a full-time job in Ottawa. 

That signalled the decision to ship the TC to Canada. I thought I had cleared all the hurdles to 
make the importation go smoothly. That included a letter from Customs stating that the car could 
be imported duty free as part of my personal effects. When I got to Ottawa railway station to 
collect the TC, the Customs officer told me the car had to go back to Britain for steam cleaning 
since it could have been contaminated with the potato beetle. I pleaded my case and was finally 
allowed to keep it on condition it be towed directly to my home and remain there until inspected by 
someone from Agriculture Canada. The inspector was as much interested in the vehicle itself as in 
its cleanliness. 

The TC spent its initial years in Ottawa and it was during this period that I became aware of the 
high regard many enthusiasts in North America hold for the TC. 

While the car was still in reasonable running condition, the few changes I had made were not true 
to its original design, the engine was in need of a re-bore and, perhaps most importantly, the 
wooden body and sheet metal components that made up the cockpit (or tub) were losing structural 
integrity. 

Also the original single rear D (shaped) lamp had been replaced by two rear lamps one in each of 
the rear wings (fenders). They were for made for the TC's successor the TD. And the exhaust 
system belonged to a Triumph. 

I had gradually been acquiring the correct parts, refurbished originals to the extent possible rather 
than remanufactured parts, and restoration began in earnest in late 1986. 

My TC log book indicated I was the sixth owner, the car remaining in the hands of each previous 
owner for about four years. Originally black the car had been painted red by the time I acquired it. 

The plan was to disassemble the car completely for a frame-up restoration and to do as much of 
the work as possible myself. The aim was to have it back on the road before 1997, its 50th 
anniversary. Lots of time, so I thought. 

During the "destructive" phase, each component was examined and a decision made to repair or 
refurbish, or to discard and replace. Photos were taken to record the work and help with 
reassembly. 

Once disassembled it was clear that the most challenging aspect would be remaking the "tub" 
(cockpit) which is made up from hand-shaped pieces of ash ("sticks") and plywood to which are 
attached the various sheet metal parts. The tub on the T series had been handmade and likely to 
differ sufficiently that any replacement components could not be integrated with the originals 
without modification. 

Only the two metal side panels of the tub were judged sufficiently rusted out to be beyond repair. 
About 50 per cent of the wooden components were salvageable and were repaired by filling voids 
with wood glued in place with marine epoxy resins. 
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But it was the mechanical aspects of the restoration that were embarked upon first. Once the 
completely stripped chassis was cleaned and checked for alignment the rebuilding could start. 

Springs, axles, wheels brakes and steering linkages were cleaned (sandblasted) primed and 
painted as required and fitted to provide a movable chassis. It was necessary to replace the 
master cylinder and have the wheel cylinder refurbished. The engine was bored out to the 
maximum oversize and completely rebuilt by Wagorn's Garage, Ottawa. 

Rebuilding the tub turned out to be most laborious process with numerous attempts to recreate the 
correct shape. All the early attempts were unsuccessful. 

This is the part of the T-series restoration that results in many inexperienced restorers abandoning 
the project or paying the price for a professional rebuild. 

What turned things around for me was the discovery of a book titled TCs Forever by Mike Sherrill, 
which pointed out that it is the rebuilding of the tub that should be first attempted. 

Sherrill, an Australian, has rebuilt many TCs and his book describes everything in excellent detail. 
It was invaluable. 

I learned it was necessary to remove, modify and replace components numerous times to achieve 
a fit that would allow the complex lines of the TC body to properly come together. The sequence 
for assembling the part was clearly laid out and the key aspects to be addressed explained in 
detail. 

Once a mockup of the complete body had been achieved, the car was transported by trailer to 
Riverside Restorations for the final paint job. All other metal parts, front and rear fenders (wings) 
the fuel tank, hood (bonnet) and front apron were individually repaired and, if necessary, reshaped 
and painted by Riverside Restorations. I reassembled them. 

While my intention was to restore the car to its original form, this objective was not regarded as 
being so rigid so as to preclude some personal preferences. 

I did try to obtain parts that were missing such as the rear D-lamp, the air cleaner, the slow 
running control cable (a unique TC feature that allows the idle speed to be manually adjusted at 
the dash), original exhaust/muffler, and the 30 m.p.h. warning ("30s") light installed. 

However, the colour scheme selected does not match the original. The log book shows the car 
was originally finished in black as were all the early TCs. 

Also the scuttles and scuttle ramps (firewalls) had been painted a rather drab grey-green, possibly 
not to waste paint that had been used by the Abingdon factory during the Second World War on 
military vehicles. The engine block was a similar colour. 

The TC is now finished in British racing green and the engine block painted red while the scuttle 
assemble is possibly close to the colour originally used. 

The restoration was essentially completed late in 2005, 19 years after embarking on the project 
and clearly not in time for its 50th anniversary. Even now some finishing touches are still to be 
made. 

While the project has taken far longer than anticipated and there have been some frustrating 
setbacks, the outcome has been most satisfying. 
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The TC has been part of my wife's life and mine for more than 40 years and we are looking 
forward to its next official function -- the wedding of my younger daughter later this year. 

VAN VERSUS HOLDEN BARINA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You negotiate the desert, you cross muddy 4th rate roads, you nurse a busted suspension 300km, 
you do all this and then 5 teenagers (with mandatory P Plate driver) lose it in an old Barina on a 
damp suburban street in Adelaide............... 
  

Lin was in her girlfriend's house and heard the screech and bang. 
  

Nobody hurt. 
  

Will sort it out with the insurance mob in due course 
  

The caravan will move on. 
  

Ward 
 
 

TENTH NATIONAL HILLMAN RALLY 
As members of the Hillman Owners Club we recently took Lenore's 1957 Minx down to Geelong 
for the 10th National Hillman Rally. This rally was open to all Rootes Group vehicles so some 52 
types were there including Hillmans, Humbers , Sunbeams, Husky's etc.  
  
The weather was excellent and we were able to relax at times on the Bellarine Peninsular despite 
the busy roads we encountered there and back over Easter. Only one day of rain on the way back 
to wash the car off so we counted ourselves lucky. 
  
We drove through to Melbourne  with 640km the first day taking us to Warragul and then into the 
city the next and parked the car up there while we did some things with friends and family. 
  
The motorways were a bit stressful with the volume, speed and aggression of the modern car 
drivers. Never the less we had a trouble free run over about 2400km with only the indicator flasher 
unit dropping out from its holder as our only issue and was a five minute fix. A little squirt of lube 
on the throttle cable was the only other maintenance needed.  
  
We were uncertain of how our restoration would stack up in front of the Hillman owners but we 
should not have worried - we were lucky enough to get two awards for Best Hillman and Peoples 
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Choice'. Many people admired the colour scheme in particular and we had lots of happy waves 
from folk on the way there and back. 
  
On the Rally we had a lovely static display on the waterfront at Geelong, Dinners at a winery and 
also at a nice Hotel, a tour of the Ford Discovery Centre and the Wool Museum. We went on a 
tour of the Bellarine peninsula, and out to Anarkie to visit the Fairy Playground. 
  
We returned in three days via the coast road - our total cost for premium petrol was $260 so we 
can now claim the Hillman is economical as well as being a surprisingly comfortable ride. We 
visited the Maffra Motor Museum (near Sale) that we thought was excellent with some very rare 
cars on show they indicated a willingness to host a visit by CVMCE any time we want to view the 
collection and have an afternoon or morning tea. 
  
Regards -------   Jim and Lenore 
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